THE BESETTING OF SEX

to tell how I was swept out of this great world of po-
litical possibilities. I close this Third Book as I
opened it, with an admission of difficulties and com-
plexities; but now with a pile of manuscript before me
I have to confess them unsurmounted and still en-
tangled.

Yet my aim was a final simplicity. I have sought
to show my growing realisation that the essential
quality of all political and social effort is the develop-
ment of a great race mind behind the interplay of in-
dividual lives. That is the collective human reality,
the basis of morality, the purpose of devotion. To
that our lives must be given, from that will come the
perpetual fresh release and further ennoblement of
individual lives. . . ,

I have wanted to make that idea of a collective
mind play in this book the part United Italy plays in
Machiavelli's "Prince/* I have called it the hinterland
of reality, shown it accumulating a dominating truth
and Tightness which must force men's now sporadic
motives more and more into a disciplined and under-
standing relation to a plan. And I have tried to indi-
cate how I sought to serve this great clarification of
our confusions. . . .

Now I come back to personality and the story of
my self-betrayal, and how it is I have had to leave all
that far-reaching scheme of mine, a mere project and
beginning for other men to take or leave as it pleases
them.
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